SAILING ASSOCIATION OF MARCO

May 2022
COMMODORE’S CABIN
Dan Singer
Commodore

It is that time of year here, where the population
thins out as people move to their northern homes.
Whether travels are in your summer plans, or boat
repairs or other projects, we would love to hear
about them. The SAMI Sez is taking a hiatus until
September, but Diane Tarr, our enthusiastic editor,
would love to post your adventures in future editions. So, take notes and please send her your stories. Our last event of the season is a dinner at
Stonewalls, Friday, May 6th at 6 pm. Our next organized gathering will be in the fall, Wednesday
October 5th at Italian Deli on Marco. Information will
be sent out beforehand.
We want to welcome new member Ray Pasch to
SAMI. We look forward to the time when we can
personally introduce all our new members and
longtime members to each other at a future event.
Until then, we wish you a wonderful summer however you choose to spend it. We hope a change of
pace and or scenery will do us all good. Your
Bridge will continue to meet in the summer to plan
the coming fall season and beyond. We have more
cruising forums, dinners out, cruises, and raft ups in
our future. We want and need your input, assistance, and involvement to make SAMI grow and
thrive. And we need your participation to make it
even better.
Enjoy your Summer!

CRUISIN’ ABOUT
Rick Reed
Rear Commodore

COME JOIN IN THE FUN !
The April 6th Cruising Forum was fun and informative.
Frank Ross from GCSC gave an excellent presentation, cleverly titled “One Man’s Quest for Power”. The
Trivia Contest generated a bit of discussion about
some of the answers and many questions about the
10+ prizes. See the pictures later in this newsletter.
The next Cruising Forum is scheduled for November.
More details to follow as we get closer to November.
The final cruise of the season is Cayo Costa, Friday
April 29th through Monday, May 2nd which is in progress
as you are reading this article. Cayo Costa is a State
Park and a favorite of many sailing clubs. Several boats
signed up for the cruise and one is extending their
cruise to Sarasota. I hope that you were able to attend.
With the primary cruising season coming to a close, it is
time to schedule the 2022 fall and 2023 winter cruises.
Any suggestions would be greatly appreciated. Just email me with any ideas regarding the current schedule
or any potential new cruises. The current cruising plan
includes the usual favorites Pink Shell (Jan MKL Weekend), Panther Key (Feb Presidents’ Weekend), Marathon (March) and Cayo Costa (April). In addition, raftups will be back plus we’re looking to add a longer
cruise (maybe 10-14 days to the north). THIS SCHEDULE IS ONLY A DRAFT AND DATES/DESTINATIONS
MAY CHANGE.
Have a great summer on the water.

Rick
RichardDReed@gmail.com

SAMI’s End of the Season Dinner Meeting at

Stonewalls
551 S. Collier Blvd. Marco Island, FL 34145

Friday, May 6th 2022 at 6 pm
Join your friends from SAMI for a casual dinner on the outdoor patio
before many take off for their summer hiatus
RSVP by May 3rd via text or phone to
Diane Tarr (617) 939-4333
Separate checks

This dinner will take the place of the picnic on May 15th
scheduled for Sarazen Park, which had to be cancelled

NEW MEMBERS
ALL ABOARD!
PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW SAMI MEMBERS

RAY PASCH
*
BOB and MICHELLE ANDREINI
DAVID AND AMY KRUEGER
DOUG FOSS
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SAMI BRIDGE OFFICERS
2022
Commodore—Dan Singer
Vice-Commodore– Fiona Winter
Rear-Commodore– Rick Reed
Treasurer– Rob Reiley
Secretary- Robin Singer

In this Issue…
Page 2 SAMI End of Season Dinner Fri 5/6

BoatU.S.
MEMBERSHIP is 50% off
with cooperating group #
GA81172S
To take advantage of this savings call Boat US
at 800-395-2628 or register on line
at http://www.boatus.com
SAMI Group Member Benefits include:
• Access to the Nation’s largest boat towing
fleet
• 24/7 Assistance from expert Captains
• Member rewards and discounts at Marinas
and West Marine Stores
• Subscription to BoatUS Magazine and more!
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Page 10-13 Did U Know– Survival of the
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———COOK’s CORNER—–—
—CHICKEN FLORENTINE, by SALT and LAVENDAR
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APRIL 6 CRUISING FORUM REPORT
The April 6th Cruising Forum at the Marco Island Executive Airport was a great success. The meeting began with a potluck dinner with enough chicken for a party of 50. Then Frank Ross from GCSC gave an
excellent presentation, cleverly titled “One Man’s Quest for Power”. Frank had replaced the entire electric
system on his boat. It is a work of art. The discussion covered batteries, wiring, safety, determining electric requirements and much more. Thanks Frank. The Nautical Trivia Contest followed with over a dozen
prizes ranging from a West Marine Gift Certificates to Marco E-Bikes gift cards to the book “Voyage” by
Sterling Hayden. Yes, Frank remained the person of the evening and took first place in the Nautical Trivia
contest.
The next Cruising Forum will be in November. Please come and join us.
Rick
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Frank Ross’s presentation outline on

ELECTRICS
from Cruising Forum April 2022
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A TRIBUTE TO DON MILLS
The man who has been a contributing force to the formation and workings of SAMI for longer than anyone else is no other than our very own Don Mills, who recently turned 97 in February. Don was Commodore of SAMI in 1983 and 1984. But he is just as well known for the many years he led club members in
singing the 12 days of Christmas at every Holiday Party, emceed many of our ceremonies, and filled our
events with his warmth and good humor. What is not known to all, is how SAMI has benefited from his
artwork over the years. Our logos, burgees, badges, pins, and letterheads were all designed by Don
throughout the years.
Don was born and raised in New York. He was the eleventh in a family of thirteen children. His mother
passed away when Don was only 5 years old and his father, a NYC cabbie raised all thirteen kids on his
own. Don was the first in his family to go to college. He started off as an engineer, but it did not take him
long to know that engineering was not for him. He became an art teacher in 1953. This was the beginning of many years of involvement in the Long Island School System. Later he became an administrator,
first as Assistant principal at the Jr. High in Amityville and in the year 2000, as High School Principal in
Copiague. He enjoyed being involved in educating children but his true love was art. An artist was who
he was and who he is.
Don retired in 1980 at age 55 and left Long Island for a new life in Marco Island. When he first arrived,
his design was chosen among multiple entries to be the Marco Island flag and it remained the flag until
Marco became a city in 2001. Don designed the home he lives in today. He was manager and part owner of the Sun Trust Building on Marco. He had many different jobs here. He sold Yachts at Captains
Quarters where the Speak Easy now stands. He was a partner at A & M Realty. He designed five homes
and modified other builders’ designs. He organized his own company called Marcoview which focused
on art, and interior design and he worked for Deltona realty company where he got his nickname of
“Deltona Don” when he sold Frank Mackel’s home. He retired at
age 80.
Don has remained active throughout the years. He is a member
of the Marco Island Yacht Club, where he loves to socialize and
dance. His recent hip and pelvis fractures have put a hold on
that for now. He still paints. A beautiful painting that he completed just a few months ago hangs in his home. He is working on a
new painting of young boy and girl learning to dance.
We appreciate all the years of service Don has made to our sailing club and we look forward to seeing the creative and beautiful
artwork he continues to create.
We thank you, Don!
Written by Robin Singer
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Did U Know– Survival of the Endurance Crew

All year, the ship had been trapped, ice pushing and pinching the hull, the wood howling in
protest. Finally, on October 27, 1915, a new wave of pressure rippled across the ice, lifting
the ship’s stern and tearing off its rudder and its keel. Freezing water began to rush in.
“She’s going, boys,” came the cry. “It’s time to get off.” From the moment Ernest
Shackleton and his crew aboard the British expedition ship, HMS Endurance had
become immobilized in Antarctica's ice 10 months earlier, they had been preparing
for this moment. Now, those on board removed their last remaining belongings
from the ship and set up camp on the ice. Twenty-five days later, what remained of
the wreck convulsed once more, and the Endurance disappeared beneath the
ice.“She’s going, boys,” came the cry. “It’s time to get off. ”Incredibly, all 27 men under Shackleton's command would survive the grueling Antarctic expedition, but their ship
remained sunk and lost to history—until 106 years later. On March 9, 2022, a team of scientists and adventurers announced they had finally located what remained of the Endurance at the bottom of Antarctica's Weddell Sea. The team made the discovery using submersibles and undersea drones and released stunning photos of the long-lost wooden
ship where it had lodged in the seabed nearly 10,000 feet deep in clear and icy waters.

Endurance is locked by ice. Endurance had left South Georgia for Antarctica on

December 5, 1914, carrying 27 men (plus one stowaway, who became ship’s steward), 69
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dogs, and a tomcat erroneously dubbed Mrs. Chippy. The goal of expedition leader Shackleton, who had twice fallen short—once agonizingly so—of reaching the South Pole, was
to establish a base on Antarctica’s Weddell Sea coast. From there a small party, including
himself, would set out on the first crossing of the continent, ultimately arriving at the Ross
Sea, south of New Zealand, where another group would be waiting for them, having laid
depots of food and fuel along the way. Two days after leaving South Georgia, Endurance
entered the pack ice—the barrier of thick sea ice that stands guard around the Antarctic
continent. For several weeks, the ship poked and prodded its way through leads in the ice,
gingerly making its way south; but on January 18, a northerly gale pressed the pack hard
against the land and pushed the floes tight against each other. Suddenly, there was no
way forward, nor any way back. Endurance was beset—in the words of one of the crew,
Thomas Orde-Lees, “frozen like an almond in the middle of a chocolate bar.”

They had been within a day’s sailing of their landing place; now the drift of the ice
was slowly pushing them farther away with each passing day. There was nothing else
to do but to establish a routine and wait out the winter. Shackleton, wrote Alexander
Macklin, one of the ship’s surgeons, “did not rage at all, or show outwardly the slightest sign of disappointment; he told us simply and calmly that we must winter in the
Pack; explained its dangers and possibilities; never lost his optimism and prepared
for winter.” In private, however, he revealed greater foreboding, quietly expressing to
the ship’s captain, Frank Worsley, one winter’s night that, “The ship can’t live in this,
Skipper … It may be a few months, and it may be only a question of weeks, or even
days … but what the ice gets, the ice keeps.”

Survival on an Ice Floe. In the time that passed between abandoning Endur-

ance and watching the ice swallow it up completely, the crew salvaged as many provisions as they could, while sacrificing anything and everything that added weight or
would consume valuable resources— including bibles, books, clothing, tools and
keepsakes. Some of the younger dogs, too small to pull their weight, were shot, as
was, to the chagrin of many, the unfortunate Mrs. Chippy.

The initial plan was to march across the ice toward land, but that was abandoned after the men managed just seven and a half miles in seven days. “There was no alternative,” wrote Shackleton, “but to camp once more on the floe and to possess our
souls with what patience we could till conditions should appear more favourable for a
renewal of the attempt to escape.” Slowly and steadily, the ice drifted farther to the
north; and, on April 7, 1916, the snow-capped peaks of Clarence and Elephant Islands came into view, flooding them with hope. “The floe has been a good friend to
us,” wrote Shackleton in his diary, “but it is reaching the end of its journey, and is liable at any time now to break up.”
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On April 9, it did just that, splitting beneath them with an almighty crack. Shackleton gave the order to break camp and launch the boats, and all at once, they were
finally free of the ice that had alternately bedeviled and supported them.
Now they had a new foe to contend with: the open ocean. It threw freezing spray in
their faces and tossed frigid water over them, and it batted the boats from side to
side and brought brave men to the fetal position as they battled the elements and
seasickness.
Through it all, Captain Worsley navigated through the spray and the squalls, until after six
days at sea, Clarence and Elephant Islands appeared just 30 miles ahead. The men were
exhausted. Worsley had by that stage not slept for 80 hours. And while some were crippled
by seasickness, others were wracked with dysentery. Frank Wild, Shackleton’s second-incommand, wrote that “at least half the party were insane.” Yet they rowed resolutely toward
their goal, and on April 15, they clambered ashore on Elephant Island.

Marooned on Elephant Island. It was the first time they had been on dry

land since leaving South Georgia 497 days previously. But their ordeal was far
from over. The likelihood of anybody coming across them was vanishingly small,
and so after nine days of recuperation and preparation, Shackleton, Worsley and
four others set out in one of the lifeboats, the James Caird, to seek help from a
whaling station on South Georgia, more than 800 miles away.
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For 16 days, they battled monstrous swells and angry winds, baling water out of
the boat and beating ice off the sails. “The boat tossed interminably on the big
waves under grey, threatening skies,” recorded Shackleton. “Every surge of the
sea was an enemy to be watched and circumvented. ” Even as they were within
touching distance of their goal, the elements hurled their worst at them: “The wind
simply shrieked as it tore the tops off the waves, ” Shackleton wrote. “Down into
valleys, up to tossing heights, straining until her seams opened, swung our little
boat small
The next day, the wind eased off and they made it ashore. Help was almost at
hand; but this, too, was not the end. The storms had pushed the James Caird off
course, and they had landed on the other side of the island from the whaling station. And so Shackleton, Worsley and Tom Crean set off to reach it by foot —
climbing over mountains and sliding down glaciers, forging a path that no human
being had ever forged before, until, after 36 hours of desperate hiking, they staggered into the station at Stromness.

'My Name Is Shackleton'
There was no conceivable circumstance under which three strangers could possibly appear from nowhere at the whaling station, and certainly not from the direction of the mountains. And yet here they were: their hair and beards stringy and
matted, their faces blackened with soot from blubber stoves and creased from
nearly two years of stress and privation.
And old Norwegian whaler recoded the scene when the three men stood before the
station manager Thoralf Sørlle: “Manager say: ‘Who the hell are you?’ And the terrible bearded man in the center of the three say very quietly: ‘My name is Shackleton.’ Me – I turn away and weep.”

_________________________________________________________________

COMING ATTRACTIONS! Look for Part 2, the completion of this story, and a write-up on how the wreckage of the Endurance was found,
in the next issue of SAMISez, due out September 2022!
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IN MEMORIUM - 12 BELLS for
DICK WEST
For the long time members of SAMI, Dick West a former
member of the club and a long time Racer, died recently. I
worked with Dick when organizing the Bud Light Regatta in
2014 and 3015. He helped us with the races by acting as
committee boat. He was a nice man and enthusiastic race
supporter. An obituary was to be printed in the Coastal
Breeze. The family will be scattering his ashes in the Gulf
in December when they return to Florida. If you have any
questions please feel free to reach out to me at the number
below.
Rosemary T. Langkawel
239-404-0005

ADDITIONS TO SAMI DIRECTORY:
Ray Pasch
525 Newport Dr. Slip F18 Naples, FL 34114
775- 671-7733
Raypasch@yahoo.com
Boat: "Gallivant" 45 Gulfstar Sloop
_________________________________________________
Doug Foss
133 S. Collier Unit 303 Marco Island , FL 34145
630-464-0505
Dfoss117@aol.com
Boat: “Bluewater Dreamer” 17 ft Compac Legacy

HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER!
SAMI LOOKS FORWARD TO
SEEING EVERYONE AGAIN NEXT
FALL
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VISIT the New and Improved SAMI website
SamiSailor.org

Visit the new SAMI website, SamiSailor.org ! Not only is the new site beautiful , it is easy to navigate, and includes information one needs to fully participate in all SAMI events, We hope the site will play a key role in retaining SAMI members and help to attract new members to our group. As the site is continually updated, keep
checking for new information and additional features. In the near future, members will have access to a
“Members Only” area of the website with access to member contact information, SAMI by-laws and other club
documents, as well as a club blog for intra-club communications. Moreover, members will be invited to share
photos of themselves aboard their boats, on sailing adventures, at gatherings, or whatever else might interest
the sailing community. For now, please email photos and summaries to me at DTarrmd1@gmail.com. Many
thanks to Stacey Onorato for volunteering her time and skills to revamp our website. Honorable mention to Lil
Bardon as well, for her persistent efforts to administer the previous website, in spite of its’ insurmountable
technical issues…thank you Lil!
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Sailing Association of Marco Island
2022 Membership Renewal Form
Due December 31, 2021
Last Name: _________________________________ First: ____________________Spouse/Other: ___________________________
Local Address: _______________________________________ City: ________________________________ Zip: _____________
Local phone: (

) ______________________________________Cell: (

)_________________________________________

Other Address: ________________________________________City: ______________________ State: ______ Zip ____________

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________________________________________(Print clearly)
If you have a favorite picture that you would like used in the roster, send a digital Image to: maryleecale@yahoo.com
Are you a full-time resident? Yes / No If "No," Please circle the months you are here: J F M A M J J A S O N D

Do you own a boat(s)? Y / N Sail _______ Power _______
Make and rig of boat: (1) _________________________________ Boat Name: (1) _______________________________________
Length: _____________ Beam: _____________ Draft; _____________ Sail #: _________________ PHRF Rating: _______________
Make and rig of boat: (2)________________________________Boat Name: (2)_________________________________________

Length: _____________ Beam: _____________ Draft: ______________ Sail #: ________________ PHRF Rating:________________
Interested In: □ Racing

□ Cruising

□ Crewing

Other Specify:____________________________________________________

Indicate your Interest In participating in: □ Program Development
□ Telephone Liaison

□ Sailing Safety & Education

□ Hospitality/Mentoring

□ Membership Development

And/or serve in one or more of these committees: □ Publicity
Do you have the skills to serve as an: □ Auditor
□ Website Administrator

□ Advertising

□ Legal Advisor

□ Historian

□ Race Committee
□ Parliamentarian

□ Ship's Store
□ Photographer

□ Newsletter Editor

Other interests: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Applicant’s Signature_____________________________________________________________ Date_______________________

Full Year Dues: $75 • Club Burgee $35
Please return this completed renewal form along with a check in the appropriate amount to:

SAMI, P.O. Box 61, Marco Island, FL 34146
Dues must be received by December 31, 2021 if you want to be included In the 2022 Roster
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